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Pilot Butte Community Slo-Pitch League 
2020 Rules 

 

COVID-19 Information and Softball Saskatchewan Return to Play 

Guidelines: 
1. Each team will be limited to a MAXIMUM of 15 players at the game. This number allows our 

games to be within the outdoor gathering limit guidelines.  
2. Teams are required to practice physical distancing while on the bench. Please be aware of 

physical distancing as much as possible while fielding.  
3. ALL ROSTER MEMBERS are required to sign the Individual Waiver prior to play. Waivers can be 

turned in on the first night of play through the Mail Slot or left with Recreation Staff.  
4. Tagging is allowed.  
 

Pre-Activity Screening: 
Sanitation champions will ask every participant attending a Slo-Pitch game the following questions: 
 

1. Are you exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, dry cough, chest, or respiratory 
pain)? 

2. Has any member of your household exhibited any symptoms? 
3. Have you or any member of your household travelled outside Canada in the past 14 days? 
4. Have you been diagnosed with or waiting on test results of Covid-19? 

 
If the participant answers yes to any of the above questions they will not be allowed to take part in 
the team activities and will be sent home. If a person is denied entry because of pre-screening, 
ensure there is a procedure in place to encourage that person to visit a medical facility or hospital 
immediately and ensure that persons contact information is maintained. 
 
Associations/leagues to ensure that every participant, coaches, sanitation champions, players, 
officials have signed the updated Softball Sask waiver and the Association/League has a signed or 
acknowledged copy before activities start.  
 

Personal Health and Illness  

 No sharing of water bottles or food of any kind 

 No spitting, chewing gum or sunflower seeds 

 No sharing of personal helmets 

 Members who are sick or symptomatic must not enter/participate. Participants, spectators 
and volunteers should use the Government of Saskatchewan's self-assessment tool for 
COVID-19 and follow the subsequent directions. 

• If a person becomes sick, they should immediately stop participating and return home.  
• If a person becomes sick or injured, and first aid or further care is required:  

 Try to limit the number of individuals in contact with the sick person.  

 Place a mask over the individual's mouth and nose if they are not able to do so. Maintain a 
safe distance until the mask is in place.  

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-self-assessment
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-self-assessment
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Foundational Requirements 

 All requirements in place for outdoor team sports, as dictated by the Sask Health Authority and 
the Government of Saskatchewan, in regard to the maximum number of people permitted in 
outdoor gatherings, physical distancing and other protective rules, shall be observed by 
Softball Saskatchewan and its members. 

 Anyone taking part in softball programs shall observe proper hygienic practices while 
participating in any sanctioned events. 

 Spectators, players, staff, coaches and volunteers should try to minimize cheering and whistling 
as much as possible to control the spread of COVID-19 

 Softballs are to be disinfected prior to each scheduled event. 

 All participants to disinfect their equipment after each event. 

 Physical distancing must take place in and outside the dugout, including players and 
coaches. Therefore, there can only be as many people in a dugout at one time as is permitted 
by physical distancing. 

 

Facility Adaptations 

 Signage advising and educating on physical distancing measure are posted at each of the 
diamonds and inside the Arena. 

 No gathering around the park until your scheduled start time (please wait in your car).  Athletes 
must leave the park immediately after the game. 

 

Return to Play 

 No single group on the field shall exceed the gathering limits in the public health order. Teams 
need to be separated while on the sidelines and players cannot exceed gathering limits during 
games, practices or training.  

 Batters, catchers and umpires must be at least two meters physical distancing at all times. 

 At least two metres distancing should be maintained between all individuals, except members 
of the same household, when off the field of play (e.g. on benches, during intermission). 

 No team gatherings before or after the game at the diamond. 

 At the conclusion of a play at a base or bases, the batter/runner and defensive player shall 
separate and establish appropriate distancing again as soon as possible. Umpire may assist in 
this by verbal reminder. 

 Softballs will be the responsibility of each defensive team to sanitize every half inning or as 
needed.  

 Where possible physical distancing should be observed with a minimum of 2 meters of space 
between individuals.  

 When  an  at-bat  has  finished,  if  the  batter  struck  out  or  was  put  out  prior  to  reaching 
first base, the batter will pick up their own bat and carry it back to the dugout, where it is 
sanitized or returned to  their  personal  equipment bag. If the batter reaches base, their bat 
will be picked up by the barrel by the on-deck batter and sanitized prior to next use. 

 No postgame handshakes or high fives. 
 All participants (players, coaches and officials) are to sanitize their hands as required. 
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Sanitation Champions  

 1 to 2 designated people on the team (should be same people all season)  

 Responsible for cleaning and sanitizing everything including:  
o Team equipment  
o Field Prep equipment  
o Surfaces and structures  

 Teams to provide all required cleaning and sanitation supplies (including disposable masks and 
hand sanitizer)  

 Volunteers encouraged to bring their own personal safety kit (i.e. own mask, gloves, hand 
sanitizer, etc.)  

 

General League Rules 
Location 

1) Games will be played in Pilot Butte Inland Park Baseball Diamonds #1, #2, #3 and #4. 
 
Games 

1) Games will be played at 6:15 pm unless otherwise specified. Teams are required to be 
assembled and be ready to play by 6:30 pm. Teams will be playing a double header against the 
same team as per schedule. If a team is not ready to go by 6:30 pm the first game will be 
considered a loss. Please use discretion. 

a. Game One (1) will be 7 innings 
b. Game Two (2) is a minimum of 5 innings, longer if you want 

 
Light Games 

1) Teams that are scheduled to play under the lights are to start at approximately 7:00 pm. Game 2 
will start at approximately 8:30 pm. The lights will be turned on at 8:30 pm and turned off at 
10:30 pm. Captains can contact each other before the games and structure these however you 
want.  

 
Rosters 

1) Players must be on the team roster that was submitted at registration.  
 
Bases 

1) Bases and chalk lines on the diamonds will be set up at the beginning of the night. Teams may 
leave the bases on the field after the game. 

 
Playing Field 

1) The diamonds will be set up during the day by Town of Pilot Butte staff. It is the responsibility of 
the teams to ensure that all equipment owned by the Town of Pilot Butte is respected and NOT 
damaged. 

 
Defaults and Cancellations 

1) Defaults hurt the league and are unfair to those individuals/teams that show up in terms of their 
time, travel and expenses. Teams must field the minimum required number of players at the 
scheduled start time of the game. 



 

4 
 

2) Any game cancellations must be made a minimum of 24 hours before the scheduled start of a 
game. Team captains must notify the team you are playing and the Town of Pilot Butte.  

3) Cancellations with less than 24 hours notice are subject to a $50 fine for a first time offence, 
$100 fine for a second offence. A third offence will be subject to the discretion of Director of 
Parks and Recreation and the Advisory Committee. Actions for third offences could include but 
are not limited to removal from the Year End Tournament or removal from the league next 
season. 

4) Game cancellations due to weather or diamond conditions, by the Town of Pilot Butte, will be 
done by no later the 3:00 pm on game day. Email and/or phone messages will go out to the 
teams affected. See the Slo-Pitch page at www.pilotbutte.ca for game day updates.  

5) Games cancelled or postponed due to inclement weather, the Town will try to reschedule. 
However, do to the short season, this may not be possible. Team captains must contact each 
other to set a date for a make-up game. Once a game date is agreed upon by both teams and 
the Town of Pilot Butte, the game will be rescheduled.  

 
Fighting 

1) There is zero tolerance for fighting. Both teams involved in any fights or arguments may be 
subject to disciplinary actions may include expulsion from the league.  

a. Any player involved in an altercation must be removed from the team by their team 
captain. Please contact the Director of Parks and Recreation and the rest of the league 
can be notified.  

b. If a team has a second altercation it will result in immediate expulsion from the league 
with no refund of team fees 

 
Number of Players 

1) The minimum number of players required to play is eight (8). Please try to have at least ten (10) 
players for every game.  

2) A minimum of three (3) members of the opposite sex are required as there must be a ratio of 
7:3 

a. Example: seven (7) males and three (3) females or seven (7) females and three (3) males 
3) Each team will be permitted to play with a minimum of two (2) members of the opposite sex but 

will be penalized. 
4) Penalization for being short the minimum male to female ratio (7:3) is as follows: 

a. If a team is short the minimum number of male to female ratio (7:3) then nine (9) 
players are allowed on the field at one time (if only 2 females show up, 7 males and 2 
females play) 

b. It will also result in an automatic out for each inning that the team is short. 
5) Should both teams be short, ignore this rule and play the game.  

 
Equipment 

1) Illegal bats may not be used. ASA bats only. 
2) No steel cleats allowed. 
3) The Town of Pilot Butte will be supplying each team with a score book and 12 balls. Please mark 

the score book and box of balls with your team name and a contact phone number.  
4) Game balls are to be strictly used for this league and you are to retrieve the balls if they are hit 

out of the playing field. The batting team will supply their own ball.  

http://www.pilotbutte.ca/
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5) Catchers are encouraged to take appropriate safety precautions and wear protective 
equipment. If protective equipment is not available, catchers are encouraged to keep a safe 
distance behind home plate during all pitches.  

 
Batting 

1) A maximum of three (3) males may bat in a row once at any time in the batting order, this 
includes going from the bottom of the order to the top. This means a team cannot finish with 
two (2) males and then start at the beginning with three (3) males. 

a. M-M-F-M-M-M-F-M-M-F 
b. Regular Season- Should a team have more players then the minimum ratio, a team can 

have more than 3 males bat in a row as long as the minimum 3 females bat in the top 10 
(this must be agreed to by the opponent and only done as a last resort to play the 
regular season game).  

c. Year End Tournament requires teams to follow the no more than 3 males at any time in 
the batting order (no exceptions). 

2) Please minimize movement in the batter’s box to the length of home plate or one step 
3) Batting teams must provide a home plate umpire 
4) No intentional bunting, this includes slap bunting 
5) Each inning will be 3 out or a maximum of 10 batters per inning, whichever comes first. The last 

inning is an open inning. If a team only has 8 or 9 players on their team, and the defensive team 
has failed to get 3 outs, the 1st and 2nd batter of the innings can bat again in that inning.  

6) Teams may substitute/rotate players at any time throughout the game. All players who bat 
must play the field at least 3 innings of a seven inning game. Everyone must bat and play the 
field.  

6) Pinch runners may be utilized. If a pinch runner is utilized, then please place a star beside their 
name and indicate their position in the field. For a batter to have a pinch runner they must first 
make it successfully to first base. The pinch runner must be the last recorded out or the person 
above the player who needs a runner of the same gender. If the same gender is unavailable it 
must be the last recorded out.  

7) One base on an overthrow if the ball goes out of play. If the ball stays in play, no limit of bases 
can be taken but the play is still alive. 

8) No team shall be able to hit more than 3 home runs more than its opposition’s home run total. 
Any additional home runs will be an out.  

a. Example: Team A has hit 3 home runs and Team B has hit 0 (zero), Team A cannot hit 
another home run until Team B has hit 1.  

b. Each team will keep track of their home runs at the bottom of the game sheet. Home 
runs must be marked on the scoresheet. 

 
Base Running 

1) No stealing or leading off any base. The ball must make contact with the bat before a base 
runner is permitted to lead off any base. A base runner is to be called out if they are observed 
leaving the base prematurely. Teams are encouraged to provide leniency and give first time 
warnings. Use discretion. The out must be called by the fielding team.  

2) Sliding at any base is not permitted. If a runner deliberately slides at any base, that runner shall 
be called out by the home plate or first base umpires.  

3) There will be a commitment line ½ (half) the distance between 3rd base and home plate. Any 
base runner that crosses this line is committed to proceed home. They will not be permitted to 
return to 3rd base. At home the catcher simply has to step on home plate, base runners do not 
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have to touch home play but can simply run behind and past home plate. The base runner is 
considered safe when they cross the front part of home plate before an opponent is in 
possession of the ball and is standing on home plate. Any base runner that steps on home plate 
will be called out. 

 
Game Play 

1) Home team will be determined by a coin toss. The winner of the coin toss will be home team for 
the first game and visitors for the second game. 

2) Outs 

a. A player will be called out when; they strike out (take three strikes, a foul ball on a third 

strike is an out), ground out, or flyout 

3) Walks 
a. A player will be walked after 4 balls are pitched. If a male player is walked by 4 straight 

balls and is followed by a female player, the male will go to second base and the female 
MUST bat.  

4) The infield fly rule applies (a ball caught by an infielder with ordinary effort) 
5) Rosin and Pine Tar are prohibited 

 
Pitching 

1) Pitching Rubbers will be placed at 65 feet. No pitching from behind 65’ rubber. The pitching 
zone is from the back of the minor ball mound to the 65’ rubber. You can move to the side if 
needed to avoid the mounds on diamonds #1 and #2. 

2) Legally delivered pitches. The pitched ball must have a perceptible arc of at least 6 feet from the 
ground before it passes any part of home plate and shall not reach a height of more than 12 feet 
at its highest point from the ground. Pitchers must pitch from behind or at the rubber and must 
be in line with home plate.  

Other 
1) Alcohol is prohibited at all of the playing venues. This includes the parking lot, all diamonds 

used, dugouts, diamond bleachers/seating, walkways/paths, and other structures confined 
inside the Town of Pilot Butte Recreation Park/Complex 

 
Assumption of Risk 

1) As a condition of the registration, the participant is solely responsible for any personal property 
lost or injury sustained. The participant understands and accepts the inherent risks of 
involvement or participation in any sport or recreational activity.  

 
If you have any questions or need clarification please contact Meaghann White at 306-781-6253 or 
email pbrec2@sasktel.net. Everyone please note this is a Recreational Slo-Pitch league. 
 
We understand that some teams will take games more competitively then others, but those who do 
please take notice of the team you are playing against. Respect one another; treat everyone with 
respect and honesty. The rules above are designed to prevent fighting, injury and to promote a fun and 
active environment. Remember it’s only a game.  

mailto:pbrec2@sasktel.net

